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PEDIATRIC NEPHROLOGY. Ed. by M. I. Rubin and T. M. Barratt. Williams and Wil-
kins Co., Baltimore, 1975. xvi, 927 pp. No price.
This is a multi-authored text which is meant as a comprehensive survey ofclinical
renal disease, basic mechanisms of renal function and immunopathology, as well as
providing special consideration ofthese different aspects ofnephrology as they relate
to children. Since there is significant redundancy and uneveness throughout the text,
the general format is more that ofa series ofessays than an integrated and organized
analysis of the subject. For example, the chapter on the nosological classification of
glomerular nephropathies follows, rather than precedes, chapters on the major
disease entities. There are at least two chapters devoted to disorders of the comple-
ment system and to acute renal insufficiency in children. Several of the essays, such
as those dealing with structural maldevelopment of the kidney and hypertension in
children, serve a useful purpose because of the paucity ofinformation in the general
literature in these areas.
Since several excellent textbooks on clinical renal disease and monographs on
basic renal function are currently available to the student of nephrology, a textbook
on pediatric nephrology could make a unique contribution by emphasizing aspects
that are peculiar to the neonate and to children. There is need, for example, to collate
new information on fetal and neonatal renal maturation and the special growth and
emotional problems experienced by children with end-stage renal disease, and the
adaptation of treatment modalities, originally designed for the adult, to infants and
small children. Unfortunately, in the text, less effort is given to these areas ofspecial
interest to the pediatrician than to subjects that are already adequately described in
standard texts.
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CORONARY ARTERIAL VARIATIONS IN THE NORMAL HEART AND IN CONGENITAL
HEART DISEASE. By Z. Vlodaver, H. N. Neufeld, and J. E. Edwards. Academic
Press, Inc., New York, 1975. vii, 171 pp. $12.50.
This is an encyclopedia of information, contained in a small textbook, on the
anomalous origins of coronary arteries found in infants and children with congenital
heart disease and normal hearts. The book is edited by a group of distinguished
scientists who thoroughly reviewed the literature on anomalies of the coronary
arteries. It is readable and well illustrated. The monograph is an excellent reference
for those who do cardiac catheterization and pathologists and clinicians dealing in
cardiac disorders. There is ample clinical discussion to support the anatomical find-
ings, and illustrations are well correlated with discussions.
The only weakness in the book is an abbreviated chapter on metabolic disease.
Rare disorders such as Hurler's Syndrome are discussed; more common metabolic
disorders such as diabetes or thyroid disease are omitted.
Hemodynamics are included, including radiological findings. The variety oforigins
of coronary arteries, coupled with the clinical syndrome of angina and sudden death
in infants and children, makes this section particularly relevant to our current epi-426 BOOK REVIEWS
demic of coronary artery disease and sudden death attributed to coronary ar-
teriosclerosis. For example, when the right and left coronaries originate above the
aortic sinus, it is a cause ofsudden death in young adults.
One can only conclude after reading this text, that children and young adults
afflicted with persistent chest pain should be studied thoroughly for anomalous origin
of coronary arteries, coupled with the clinical syndrome of angina and sudden death
cardiac catheterization.
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